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IO
Prologue (Colossians 1:1-14)

Personal introduction

The Epistle to the Colossians begins with a salutation,
thanksgiving, and prayer. This format is typical of Paul’s
letters.

A. Greetings (1:1-2)

(1) Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
and Timotheus our brother, (2) to the saints and faithful
brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you,
and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This salutation is patterned after a standard letter in
New Testament times. Such a letter began with the
writer’s name, the reader’s name, and a statement of
greeting or concern for welfare.

Verse 1. Paul identified himself as an apostle of Jesus
Christ. An apostle is literally someone who is sent, or a
messenger. Although Paul did not claim to be one of the
Twelve (I Corinthians 15:5), by using this title he claimed
an authority and ministry like theirs. By contrast, he did
not identify Timothy or Epaphras as apostles, although he
recognized them as co-workers.

Paul was an apostle by divine calling. No mere mortal
could give him this ministry; he received it from God
Himself (Galatians 1:1, 15-16).
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The Message of Colossians

Although other associates were with Paul at the time
(Colossians 4:10-14), only Timothy was included in the
salutation, because he was Paul’s permanent co-worker.
While the greetings are from both Paul and Timothy, the
epistle itself is actually from Paul and is based on his
apostolic authority. He used the first person plural (“we”)
throughout the introductory passage (verses 3, 4, 7, 8,
9), but he switched to the first person singular (“I”) in
Colossians 1:23 and used it to the end, where he person-
ally signed the letter (Colossians 4:18).

The title of “brother” here and in verse 2 reveals the
close family relationship that Christians enjoy; it was
apparently a standard title in the early church. The Greek
text simply identifies Timothy as “the brother.”

Verse 2. Paul wrote to the church at Colosse. He
described the Christians there as “faithful,” which can
mean loyal, believing, or both. He also called them
“saints,” which literally means separated, sanctified ones
or holy ones. The New Testament uses this term for all
believers; all believers are to be separated from sin and
dedicated to God.

Paul’s Christian greeting was “grace and peace,”
which was an adaptation of secular forms. The typical
Greek greeting was charein (rejoice, hail)—Paul substi-
tuted charis (grace)—and the typical Hebrew greeting
was shalom (peace).

Both grace (the unmerited favor of God) and peace
(harmony with God and the resulting tranquility of soul)
come from God our Father through the Lord Jesus Christ,
that is, by the mediation of the man Jesus (I Timothy 2:5).
This statement is not a trinitarian reference; if it were,
why does it omit the Holy Spirit? Rather, this greeting
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Prologue

emphasizes the necessity of not only acknowledging God
as Creator and Father (which the Jews and many pagans
did) but also acknowledging God’s revelation in Christ. It
emphasizes that God’s provision of salvation comes only
through Jesus Christ. Interestingly, the critical text, which
most trinitarian scholars use today, omits “and the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

B. Thanksgiving for the Colossians (1:3-8)

(3) We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, praying always for you, (4) since we heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye
have to all the saints, (5) for the hope which is laid up for
you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the
truth of the gospel; (6) which is come unto you, as it is in
all the world, and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in
you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of
God in truth: (7) as ye also learned of Epaphras our dear
Sellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ,
(8) who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

Verse 3. After the initial greeting, Paul described his
continual thanksgiving for the Colossian believers as he
prayed for them. Not only did this gesture demonstrate
courtesy, but it also illustrated an important truth about
prayer: prayer should always be offered in the context of
thanksgiving and not just as a series of petitions. We can
actually view verses 3-14 as the description of a prayer
with the following form: thanksgiving, petition,
thanksgiving, praise. Thanksgiving brackets the petition
and is offered continually with prayer. (See also verse 12.)

Paul prayed continually for the Colossians. Prayer
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